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Assessment & Planning Policy
With reference to

The Education Regulations, 2014

Part 2, paragraph 5 of The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2014 in force from 5th January 2015 and amended September 2015.

Introduction
Planes of development
Montessori’s observations were that development takes place in the following stages:

· Birth to age 6

· Age 6 to 12

· Age 12 to 18

· Age 18 to 24

Each of these is called a “plane of development”. 

Prepared environment

We prepare environments that meet the developmental needs of children as they move from plane to plane. Each plane of development corresponds to a specially prepared environment:

· Infant Community (age 1.5 to 3)

· Children’s House (age 3 to 6)

· Elementary (age 6 to 12)

· Young People’s Community (age 12 to 18)

Our environments are prepared in accordance with the training we receive from the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), the international movement Dr. Maria Montessori began in 1927, with the specific objective of protecting the legacy of her work.

Mixed age community
We have mixed-age communities in each environment:

· Infant Community: 10-12 children from ages 1.5 to 3

· Children’s House: 24-30 children from ages 3 to 6

· Elementary: 30-35 children from ages 6 to 12

· Young People’s Community: 30-35 adolescents from ages 12 to 16

Children in the mixed-age community grow together, helping each other and learning from each other, learning how to live and grow together in a community around values of collaboration, and kindness, and compassion.

Individual and small-group lessons
Lessons are occasionally given to the whole group of mixed-age children (spanning for instance ages 6 to 12). However, by far the most common lesson is the individual or small-group lesson. Lessons are brief, tailored to the individual or small group, last 2 minutes to 20 minutes, and offer the possibility of the children then continuing with their independent work.

Individual educational plans
Each child has an individual educational plan, prepared for them on a 6-weekly basis. These plans identify where the child is, what lessons they have had, how they have worked with the lessons, and what lessons they would benefit from in the subsequent 6-week period. Appendix 1 has examples of 6-week plans for children aged 1, 3, 6, 9 and 12 years.

Role of observation

Our primary pedagogical tool is observation. We observe children acting in freedom, within an environment specially prepared for their developmental needs. 

In each community, our observations are captured on a daily observation sheet. The observations are detailed and reflect how individual children are using their time that morning. We analyse these observations at different points – at the end of the day, at the end of the week, every 2 weeks and every 6 weeks. This analysis of observations helps inform our plans for the next day, the next week, the next fortnight, and the next 6 weeks. Appendix 2 has a daily observation sheet for each of the 1-3, 3-6 and 6-12 communities.

Variations across ages
All communities at The Montessori Place share this approach. Variations are as follows:

Infant Community (ages 1-3)

· A 2-year developmental review forms a part of the assessment at the time the child leaves the Infant Community. Appendix 3 has a sample.

Children’s House (ages 3-6)

· Every 6 weeks a “work curve” is prepared and analysed. This is a highly detailed series of observations around which the child’s subsequent presentations (lessons) are planned. Appendix 4 has a sample.

· The 5-year olds have their Early Years Foundation Profile prepared. Appendix 5 has a sample.

Elementary (ages 6-12)

· Children record their work choices and use of time in a journal. 

· The Guide meets with each child, on a fortnightly basis, to discuss their work. The Guide brings their observations to the conversation, and the child brings their work journal. Together they plan lessons and work expectations for the subsequent 2-weeks.

Adolescent Community (ages 12-16)

· Adolescents record their work choices and use of time in a journal.

· The Guide meets with each young person, on a fortnightly basis, to discuss their work. The Guide brings their observations to the conversation, as well as their conversations with the specialists, and the adolescent brings their work journals. Together they plan lessons and work expectations for the subsequent 2 weeks. These are fed back to individual specialists. 

Appendix 1:

6-weekly Individual Assessment & Planning for children aged 12, 9, 6, 3 and 1.5
6-Weekly Individual Assessment and Planning: Child Age 12
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6-Weekly Individual Assessment and Planning: Child Age 9
[image: image3.emf]
6-Weekly Individual Assessment and Planning: Child Age 6 [image: image4.emf]
6-Weekly Individual Assessment and Planning: Child Age 3
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6-Weekly Individual Assessment and Planning: Child Age 1.5
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Appendix 2a: Sample observation Sheet for Infant Community (age 1-3), Children’s House (age 3-6), Elementary (age 6-12)
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Appendix 2b: Sample observation Sheet for Infant Community (age 1-3), Children’s House (age 3-6), Elementary (age 6-12)
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Appendix 2c: Sample observation Sheet for Infant Community (age 1-3), Children’s House (age 3-6), Elementary (age 6-12)
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Appendix 3: 2-year developmental review (Infant Community)
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Appendix 4: Work Curve (Children’s House)
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Appendix 5: Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (Children’s House)
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