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Guidelines for the Garden - Hove
Introduction

The garden is part of the children’s work environment. An effort is made to prepare the outdoor environment with as much thoughtfulness and attention to detail as we do the indoor environment. The particular opportunity we have is to design an outdoor environment that works for children across the age range of pupils at The Montessori Place. This means ensuring that the environment is safe for the littlest children, while being challenging and interesting enough for the oldest. 

Just as we have clear guidelines on how the indoor environment may be used by the children in a way that is conducive to their development and the freedom of the others to develop, we have a few guidelines on the use of the garden. These include: 

General

· Handle other people gently and with respect

· No striking, pulling other individuals or their clothing.

· Ensure that all children are welcome to play your game

Flowerbeds

· No walking over flowerbeds, picking leaves, flowers or running with sticks.

Shed

· All materials chosen from the shed to be replaced to their correct place, in the way that they were found

Pets

· All pets and animals to be returned safely to their habitat.  Hands to be washed after touching animals   
Fire Escape

· No children to use the fire escape, even for sitting 

Steps

· Steps to the raised garden are used by one child at a time
Staff observe the children at work/play in the outdoor environment and bring those observations to bear in deciding how to prepare and maintain that environment.
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